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Sujjolet T Fuo]A Lojuh B 9o S ARH, AR, PHE 2H0=,
3 AR A ot HEE ALHoE BUHYsr T Bade ekt HYeE
O oA, FA4 9ET @Y, 248 5P 508 dEHE B} aele otne gEe ¢
B3 obictolA] 1 ol kH 24 F it Hm ek

Sopo} elute] B 1L AL 1349t 2% AANA, 1479 ABIFIQIuIFARe] An
293 19899 HHS B AR Aol GEAelct. ¥ Lport E—u}wo}ﬂ FA SAROIA 2004
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d NATOS} 20079 EU 7192 1918d 129 19 ‘tjEufjopE AN £ o=z 71 293}
AR - Z]H JH oy, =718 MG AAol7|k sttt 259 ‘:H%ﬂr A= AA HEe ==
Ho| M Fupol] owgAo] AR E Hol] fHSy] =2 IAE F|HU2 Hvio| 7|Qlgh

th ol dRF ol FY olsuAt NAEHA PAraF AL i WAEGE ANsHE bt
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19904 & Tojjol ABLE AMRE FAHUL B olF Yt YRS A BHYY
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& gy 23 gtk BRe WY e FAYAA 2 AsS Belgkm, Fohvole] 43
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gito] ololat A4 N FAHtT AR FAS B 98 HolE shto o
3 7105 BAS §ASHE AL 1947] FURE BRI Sopel] oma] Holgth oS
X AR SA BAglel Frkor AmAM 4 Fa7 A%Aolch 19909 o]F NATOS}
EUL SohololA] 71 qhuel w740 A4S BAS: 7P ode Suoe EE g,
A 300 W7k opuole] jmel A AL A A Fa DAS AX0 FHsich 27}
2o WAL HORThE AT zke] ¥ Mstel Fu Afo) Fa Ao s ARHUC

7

TEA - 22l Al (1990-1993)

A A SAL 2340 DA 1991d COMECON(6Y 28%), HIEAR} 2OK7Y 1Y),
AHOE A¥(129 259)9] A 12i FasdHor ML A AFS ABATIL ELEAR
ot Azt SYolvt wHTe] TAE Yok YFE OE FRYUJAET/Y AEst FAOoZA
S (Mitteleuropa)’D2] 7Hd& FEA7]71%= 5t ol HjErd A% oA Fotyols &
b =7t2 EEo] HAISE IFoA HiAE I ERF uw-2 Fapyoret ErfEfoto] His vl
oRk oSjRAE ZHAAL USWV] wEol 23518 HAIHE IFe| e FEAFY F37ET Ak
sfetes o
Snhols E2F Fa(Targu Mures)o A9 4&uZE 23 1990-1991 L5 AMEHE £4
HA 2 =719 ouAE wEQ] Wil FAACE vHHI A Fopyor] mFrE AR
o Atk= AZ AAstal APAE, 1HE Friyol us HijEgRAo R Ay} FAjof AR
A 93 205 9S Hrg F4aUY FFHENA Holus
g ol2Foltt. Ao k9 Agxols Futyort &7 QbE o]Qfo] wish= ojd Sk
Zroshx] ZtteE o] EgHE o] Ath(Ruxandra 2022 : 919-920) o]& & NATO & Al
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2 FA AfelolA WEske 71 A=, 1% stue ol BAA =7Ree #A ZHAdelt

_4
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Al A A2 %EEEE’J Eof diet JEgolt. A 2471 &)t Fopyorle) A
=SS

Aol Z3Hd R oty o] A oA Agsts H5k
olgh= A&7t AFstaL S’l‘:}. ol 529 HE FIAL 90dy WAA T3t B2 7i7to]
7k ZAeolH, o] Aol Al 229l NATOSE EUS| 714 et gd=to] H&e Aol
o J8y o] FAL g1 o|F 90 2FE WasA =ad AL oyt

-92¢

N

A BAS WHAE B 22EA AFEA Aotk 1990924 Fa A BHee 2o
dArElo] A gRolA A Alsle] P4 FoR st
g 7= Adsior ek Axdck. 1% Ba Wt
WEL o G@s] fRe] Fuhjohs AMORRE we To % B4 wold 5499 o
T BAE Fkuc AW FHA

ol SoiRd T Tuhol: §¥ FFAEOY 1Y R ABeBEAT ¥ B
(CoB)ol 7FA(109)Z 199390ofof Bl FAH IFolH Hold & AAch(Sanbome 2004 -
147) A BACIAY ol AL 8| Foklohs WA HPS BeIFUW, AFUE BAS
Ao HesteA e us 2 252 w3y

i

[e]

2T NATO 7ttt MZ9| Al7| (1994-2004)

of WA Frhot 9ol Fo WA SR TAF FW, = NATOY ZRlolgich. Al M
o B MR FARALL B0 W19, 2000, 2004 FA ] ol FAAES 2
shUol7t NATOS} EUS] S1g=o] 7] gia) @oldom B5dct of 7%ke] Fa AAe vhed

oA d¥ NATO AAIE(1997), EU 7H) @A AR 9% Foidore] 2di(@471, 19994
129), F4aE AA(1999), NATO 7HdS fI-t Fupyore] Zoj(Zetst, 2002\ 114), ofZ7iyA
g3t olg Ao A mj=mo] FESh= ATl TAF 7R NATO 7H4(20049 34 299) 18l
EU 7}IS fI9F £oF A7(20059 4¢)o|tt.

19949 19 Fohol NATO 8923} 748 20| &3d te} Aolo] 4% 728 B
Z NATOO|| 93f 7A1H ‘H3}E st TE YA (Partnership for Peace)’o] #oist 2| %9] S&55
go] 717} = Qth(Sanborne 2004 : 147) NATO: A28 598 HEE M7 Srhoz
HEUHS AARARE, ofd A3 AAS FofstA= 43Ut NATOF &7 9t& <A &1,
ot fA AR, &4 9 e Ao Fofd o A Holl Wt Fodots 8 W 9AIE 9 W
A3, =] A E AT Foulol= 1990-1991F HZAJopgk B FQF YAJE 0 2 K E]
43T TOE deH, E olgtart FUCIEE M35 S Aol Al QP EAGoIANS] 9] &3]

ol 11 A§E & #E5te ol HPgthe nw FrY FWe AL H

do lo
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o7l 580] 2 WIS AAL Ao 1989 Fau Alefolk. o) Fupol} wl@e] ek
SHEUAIE 48t TYUHTHE NATOY TRt O4E Mol 4 gt 7% 19984 109 ¥
vholt a7 23 1F 4Tl BT A9, TAHA YRS 2Hsp] SAd) 3T 71N A
9 NATOZEE Q3L whotch(Ruxandra 2022 : 924) 1996W0] Ag= Zujijofe}
gmaeulol 7ol ZefolA] YA b A3 A7 A4 GES olgstel Juihgel g 34
SR AL AT ZYOIE BT Fohols BT AL FAR

t] Yoz} Fnopyol HIF9S|(CDR, Conventia Democrati Romand)?) %5(1996-2000) &
NATOS} EU 7hJolate % 714 70 ZEE w4a] 9o RE 18e Jugd 49e 59
SHICF (Ruxandra 2022 : 925) RE S| HOJE Fo Sopfopr}t Ao ko Bzt Helo
G5k ZBh Hol 98-S JEsHeTh SHAITE 20008 FRAEIR} o] Aelo]AT(lon Hiescu)]
AFAL olHer JuAgHo] wgo] fid & Stk 25 BT dEoAFo o] wix|gt

(o}
R4
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2) o] o] wtet Yriels Fupyol W 1609t O] w2 ALl gt AXd 3FE E7|ota, KT <E
£ 2ohjol 29 UEFoA59 AT Vs BPSlE 150 BET AE RASAGT ok,
3) Sokuol TSRy 1991ARE 200097H] BE Sohjole] olg) el vhgakrol, wHaAEo),
Z% Su Fo] A SYOR, 0dY 2FUES TEA(Comeliu Coposu), 90T Fuke mAsheyaz
(Emil Constantinescu)’} 35242 Eth CDRZ 1992¥ AA 1€ A9l 199149 7|EWFH&SETT
(PNTCD)2} =RIAMHFF(PNL)o 9Jsff A=l on, 8 AX MY Qo 5T vtgk A9l 9 F35 ©H), 7]
o 24 Aol Y 30| Holwch JIWHENTCDIS 19964 Suhjol AN SelT, SWe] 5w
SRl ZAREYATIL 1992d0] ol HoIA 54%E Fol tlEwo] Hch 19964 Fuliol ML B4
o] 33 ol Fuhvol wze] oAb Hzo) WebAel A 0|k v, 19964elA 20004 Ao 7]
g2 ARISFAR(TFG Frpyol ALE| Rl PSDRO] 19t ¥ UDMR(FHHH o W g7ty w3E)et
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olof ¥rtF}.(Ruxandra 2022 : 925) d}A|9F 20034 69 Fujujo} 2]3]= olgt=9] org3tel A
of Zth7t Fofste AL SRAM

SHH 90T & 20009t Z4E o] H7Iete] A= o R HHEEHI ATt FrH L] #
Aol lol =7 "] F7H RFoA F7HE ANEE ASstEe F7H FRY FEE QIS
ApEkghet, Erul gol=o] 749 20019 E@tdu|2 B ZY(Vladimir Voronin)2] ZAFREJAEO]
HAT o]l¢ dHA9 QuH AbdEo] WA=, WAHET AA B AZIE 20029 39 1A
He =4 Fupyol 7] FE= AFE7ZHA] o|2Fth 3ty AL & diss AAE
FHORE T 5%7:‘ EA7F A=, 199793} 20039 7|23 2RO 7| 2AHYL ALHA o] £A

YL A= A APEo|AT 2003dol ojole
Aok g 7be] 95 wA 2 G| B Zopo] AZEHULY, ol PWERLEZED
(Ribbentrop-Molotov) &74 19168 T AFH| w71 Zdfuol ZHo| st
A3 B9 5 Holx F 714 Avet akg 2edor|s BASd oat BAe] Folst v
AR

sahuole] A9, T F2 $3 Wlg SR NATO Zl9le W =R 24e ojuly
T} NATO 7}Q1S 95t ZollololE9] 70%7F Y g£4 A= & HAo] BAH Bz
ste] sioz ojsjElojo} Tk NATOS Fgh Zrhole] dojax TEe Ae ohidh 1
F3} i 2AR0] ofg Foidolel vl Wshent ohjeh RowoE A AY 2R0I4 3
S #EY 9, =% HAlor A /A, FHAA SR 25 FAH ol MEE FRe
9% 23, 20019 99 11¥6 u]Z gg] o]T H|hYA 939 A 5 ZA A9 Aty =g
sl Bz gick

AR A olF FFH gue] A WO AF A9 RS YA YR v TS
1995 “BE1S S AEUETYS) $H02 NATOS] B S AL 2IVE HE

4) TAHCEE FLF AHE ARFY Fow A o] E7RY x29p, slEd-agd 29 9 u4A-ad
FPOoR FEle WA A4 &9 Afol9] 7R 2oF an‘, ERE A9l 24 213 599 9FdS &4
= ujy oY A7} ZatE o] gloh:} o] £ 19399 8¢ 23U HAITHONAM &Y QRAgH vEAESE
ZEIC =9 oRgy goly E WERZm| o H‘I‘FJO*E} Ty 29 FH]L 19410 WA Fho]

1]

A& FFsto] 54 Aol ‘:”017% o] ok IV|EUh £¥o] YR} BV 2k R o= T2
e ATHe FUEGE SEY &8 Fe A &9 o ojo] & o= o4z7] "ol of
SERES 593 &do] 4 Bdste HE AHAE THET o] A0 wE Edts IRk,
obol, 2tEHo}, o AEYof, WL, HAHokz ado] A&E AT

5) Az AA Rl < % Adi=e] FHEFE Hog e trke 2AFHe A= SjAotA] €71 Fuiy
of FEEC|t Fa8% %H , B4 gl AlEFEE AT Aokl s FH A7l Higel Frtyotz Hhek

Hm 2> 4 b

57 e, 39S S WE1935, 1956, 2008)0] AAAT, ol SKlolel LUAY| 4o B 2|
ol YIS, 1% A2 BAL Fohiole] ol s Qo] olsrA BECH: ol FAH U
ey,

6) Srholol A o] AAL EePge Wk vt 9] HEote] WA AHT & = FYol @
YAEo] o] BelZ s|Blgitk. 911 A%, PR Jhsd BE WHoE AU Fuvh Hodtky %
RO, 20029 % Fohjol A T FAE FHH AFE Pzt ofn] opmshastog sl 9/119)
golog Aug Wrtolct gejeimst ga SUOA e A w1 Fro Fohe AU



40
o
e
=l
re
-
B
rob
Hl
Ofy
o
4
30
o
Jon
ol
N
MHo
Jon
>
fim)
Ton
o
0
o
0o
it
OF
=
10

| S0 20 - A HiFnt e

£

of

fo

3
o ox
22 fd

th(Pascu 2014: 67) 2000Q T Z7Hx] Fopyob= AMIAF NATO 3U=Fo g 53t U3
o 6719 T84t =719k A kst NATO AA3l=(2002d 114 219)9] 2= &
A &b AN ol 19899 oF Fupuol ARl £ VMK 2 =R® F St A
oz 949 AL ugtt

2000-20079 Ape] Fupdoprh =7t BRE @S] ffs) AdAHer Fsde He L
o, Zoj= Al 7HA BHA Fupyols FEIQIT AA, RHAT S8 FHATY vl
To2A, EA4, Fed AAGE E Aol AHE =7telx, AA, "t A0 H=2o
2 Hofsks 57137 whEolth(Traistaru 2021: 89) ARS]H 2 Aplof A A2 ojAle] A
gt oA HlogAul, Fukolo] NATO 7HIE A% §¥9 5% =74 oulstA =Hglow,
A EEO|A F5o] ol2= H7 I7IRA Y] AAer 2L ods] B Fa%t
o4 AP Ha Ao

1

)

tol
o ok

3T : EU 71t 0|2 (20054 0|%)

opREE A O] AR 20079 1€ 19 EU ZFYCoR o3| HPFPolrh. 2004 3¥€ 29
NATO 7} o|% Fujyolo] QuAgH 2 A2, FP4, AAZ oA EU 7I4S fI9t 8
AA, =4 Aol 2H-S HHH =4 BA Zofo] YA AAAES oEY iRt AAE e
o PSA

71 @AL di5E AA7 Bd 39 20049 129 1790 v E AT, 2 AL 20059 4
2 2690] o]FolFct. ‘@2 LU HAF WFHYZ(the Cooperation and Verification Mechanism)’7)2]
2220} 3H7|(Bechev 2009 : 221) 2007d 1Y€ 19 Fulyole] EU 7H9]S o]FojA 1, 19894 12¢¥
g olF Fuiuot uAFA T VHA| F8 X F F WA ZHE 3oz nhEsiith
HA| AT (Traian Basescu) TEH-S 719 47](2004-2014) A&} BlEo] ‘A 714 &S F40
2 9 AuAH ASE 7YoHA AoHlth(Ruxandra 2022 : 927-928) A HAE A9 BT
g#E-dd.9AE 2 o8 A Ug 7t9] BA EWI fEYAIS 7FRsHg o] <=2 o3
GARE 0] Zoalog 20079 o] SHEAFHA| U Enlijol ofAF| u]=o] o]o]L W3]
wjgth Sohyoli= 20094 colatm 29 ZAo|A ZTE HS3h upx|ur Z7b & shqlon, &
oyol Wf = WAL wrof 71%]9] fA|& u=o] A S HYsiiith

T A g2 Fotyole] 38 A I SSfolA XY HriEA Fuiord] dahs 73st

7) 88 2 A% MAUBCYM S SEATEV)C] A2 oIt Y oy FoE Y @Y ol b
JRg o5t R T A9 olF FASL AUsk] ) £U Amolet. o] HAUZS F2 A A, ¥
o g, %

2 HEet 42 —ErOF"ﬂHJ RS Brista Aok I e, JAA AP Azt J&‘E% Tl

) < Fohyol AR Ao thgt Al AL IRt WA (HILERE 3] B
=k 22)00A %7}1340}9} E“}"]O}«] AR W FHSEE fAIsH] At HAYUSeE ASEHAH. 159
dAC g Qs E7te|otet Fufyolrt fRolA APH Alwo| ZA7F e FEtt =N ARE A
ok EU Z9F3} Fapyote] 749 Zofoll= gt F7lo] :ItEo] QUA| AT, CVM EIA o] A|A|
Q15| Fufyol= A ZA(Schengen) A Hof HlopEo] A A QFQkth.(Abraham 2017 : 188)
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she As BEE JPoh SoiolA 2aa EUMOH A2 Sof 2|3t HAgo ot et
T ETH= NATOQF EU WoflA9] AAE Adlet= Ae HHE kil QIQlth &7l ol 1A%}
A 200849 2 FAH0= ‘E'SH AH A OM/‘WE(Black Sea Synergy)'dh= THAXE EE 7|4

SHSIAAIR, HAotet B7|ghe AAA ¥ SOl FAA AHE 9 ARES) WA EZRH-
A EEfol Aol dY wAl= %UMO} QugMo] & thE ST oA oUA 2}
o] 29 c}.8)

QUM Al WA FQ WFS F=H I=Te] EHZ IAClH EU 7HQ] & FHfyot
A ™| 2 HXEE ARl FA uE AYstHA FEHF F3=S HRAR HojEo|Y
= oY A A= ¢ Qe w7 ZEES W Zo|Uth(Abraham 2017 @ 180) LU F
upyolo] o]t 42 2001 dRE 200987HA] RATHME Rt AHE WS 2 9| ==Ht
3352 E2Y(Viadimir Voronin)@} 19| FFAFRS2RE FHEAQ] tl¢-E UYTh

2014 RE AJZE 23t A (lohannis)?] 7] 5 AHE qug@o] F9 ®WFS 1o AUAR}
YA ‘ml=e] M= ftEYA, K H9 2 A BAC] gt NATO oo 584°
23 ‘EU Y| Fmpdole] Qx| 7sb 9th(Ruxandra 2022 : 930-931). A #HA JuAHL 2016\
3719] Hietell sl Sl 1270 EU 3¥= o] diada dACA HE 3= otsf, HE
3, &3f) o]YAMEE (Initiativa celor Trei Miri)2h= g2 P20 Zojo|t}. oux], tXd %
+50lgh= Al 7HA BRolA S dEE AFote ©o] ZRAHE HFo= BRUA 1}o|ZLIRI9),
H|o} 7FE1E|oK(Via Carpatia)!09} o] ARSTFHARLL] Wb #A5] 7]ofd Fupole] A|QHE
o] 3tEof gt

WA= NATOO] 5% HE2 S5 Fd =712t |8, |82 ta AJAQ SH
AaL, HEE =7F A Aol9] BlgA Iojg AEAQ
AItZ 20199 AR AS0 2 Fupolrt EU oJAMS] 9AHZ] A0
o gAY A&AHS HASIL, olF Adshe wviet #ddE 4 A¥S AR &3 IFF

ook

§) SulUol A4 W 9E 46okng EFstol opfEEloldut 9 AEel EAS AFS 2012d0] Algstol
2015410 U= 7k sholmeelel WA Nabuceo) TolZ2}el AHE 9 R ZRAEC] Folst 9
o We el 719k FohoRs 2009W0] o EzAEo] HolalzE AWML, SO A South
Streami} 2 4 ZRAES Folshx] ke solxerel ARo] QU A7/ o] ekt SwH At
2 oty 28 20139 6¥ Nabucco ZRHEL 29y, ARQA AEY dA] 2014¢0] Zthso] 1 of
Al dE] A, dHbyol, ojghE|olE A2 TAP(Trans-Adriatic Pipeline, 2016¥ Zhg, 20208 297} AR
t}.(Ruxandra 2022 : 929)

9) 7IAE $%dt= E7Hol-Futyol-§rteE]- @ AE 2]ol(Bulgaria-Romania-Hungary-Austria) ITFo]Z#lQ] T ZAE
& gsrds %%}-?Tﬁe Addste 7ha spolmeele Adste] AuA FH9 T S wole A
2 2Rz Yo 20159 49 43 AYOE AEgon], do|zelele] Sopol FEL 202040 2zEY

Ak, E7Feoret 1A —‘?—v‘:}‘o: o}z wt it
10) HJo} 7}ET}E|oK(Via Carpatiay= §9 P& WSHTEN-T) URE ZFolote] ZtolHthKlaipeda,
Lithuania)?} 18]A9] HAZU7|(Thessaloniki, Greece)s UZAot= AH A I1&£E=2 Y EQIo|t} o]
D&ERE Rohol, B, eyl e, Suhel, Brldlel, TjAe] 4RE F3tetu, AA 7
2 AL, LE BEAS AMSE, A0 FRE AT A4S BEE Ut o] ZRAEE: 20587}
A &= AAolAT 7 12 A A Foltt
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2 Fohuoks ‘BU 202120279 thd 3§ ZAAYLE Bl Aol 2908 Ao] SAHow
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The Role and Activity of Romanian Elites in the First
Steps of the Transition Towards Democracy*

Cristina Preutu
Associate Professor Cristina Preutu / Hankuk University of Foreign Studies /
Alexandru loan Cuza University of lasi

Introduction

The communist regime in Romania, which lasted from 1948 to 1989, was marked by several
paradoxes. Established under the pressure of the Red Army, Soviet advisors, and amid one of the
most radical repressions against the interwar political and intellectual elite, the regime in Romania
bore the hallmarks of radical Sovietism, particularly in the 1950s. Compared to the dynamics of
the others communist bloc, Romania often adopted distinct positions in its foreign policy. For
instance, while in 1956 the communist leadership in Bucharest sided with the USSR in suppressing
the uprising in Hungary, in August 1968, Romania was the only socialist state that refused to
participate in the invasion of Czechoslovakia by Warsaw Pact troops, instead openly condemning
the action. Shortly thereafter, Romania became one of the most prominent allies of the United
States within the communist bloc and even held a most-favored-nation trade status with the U.S.
However, in the early 1980s, the leadership in Bucharest was cautious toward the perestroika
policy initiated by Gorbachev. By 1988, Romania had abandoned its most-favored-nation status
with the U.S. and described the 1989 Malta summit between Gorbachev and President George H.
W. Bush as a "second Yalta Agreement" of 1945.

By December 1989, Romania found itself under one of the most ideologically conservative
regimes in Eastern Europe, with a rigid, monolithic party structure, no real political opposition, and
a society exhausted in last years because of harsh economic rationalization policies. The 1989

revolution in Romania was the bloodiest and most violent of all the Eastern Bloc uprisings,

* This paper is a draft. A complete version will be published in a academic review.
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marking the collapse of the communist regime in Europe. The role of society in this process was
crucial and remains one of the most significant aspects of Romania’s revolution.

In Romanian historiography, many aspects of the 1989 Revolution and the political developments
that followed remain unclear. Even one of the key political figures of the time, Ion Iliescu, has
shifted in public perception—from being hailed as a hero of the revolution and a democratic
alternative to the former leader, to a figure associated with the violence in Bucharest during the
"mineriades" of 1990 and 1991. The definition of the new political power and elite, as well as the
creation of a genuine political opposition, which would, together, drive the policies of the new

regime, were both tense and exhausting processes for the elites and the population alike.

Objectives

Have a starting point the theory of sociologist Vilfredo Paretol), who divided elites into
governing and non-governing categories, this analysis will focus on the role of the intellectual elite
in Romania in shaping the construction and understanding of democracy, as well as in the creation
of political opposition. At least in the first years following 1989, the movement of elites between
these two categories, as well as the replacement of one elite with another, made this process
dynamic and fluid, providing consistency to institutional and political changes.

Immediately after the 1989 revolution, the question of political structures and authority seemed
to be the primary urgency, drawing upon the full energy of society. Within this context, the
dynamics between the governing and non-governing elites were particularly significant. To explore
this dynamic, we will focus our analysis on key moments in defining the new relationship between

political power and intellectual influence in the period following the revolution.

The Political Landscape Following the Revolution

In the immediate aftermath of the revolution, the political scene in Romania became a focal
point of transformation, channeling social and political energies into shaping a new democratic
framework. By the spring of 1990, over 90 political parties and formations had emerged, reflecting

the public's eagerness to engage in political life and contribute to the transition from an

1) See Vilfredo Pareto, The Transformation of Democracy, Transaction Books, 1984.
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authoritarian regime. Among these, particular attention was drawn to parties inspired by the
interwar traditional political structures, which soon entered into an ideological confrontation with
the National Salvation Front (NSF).

The revolution brought the National Salvation Council, led by Ion Iliescu, to power. Announced
in a public statement on December 22, 1989, the National Salvation Front Council (CFSN)
assumed “all power in the state,” declaring the dissolution of the structures controlled by the
Ceausescu regime. Key reforms were proclaimed, including the separation of powers, term limits
for political officeholders, and the commitment to democratic governance.

Initially composed of 40 members, the CFSN represented a mix of former political elites and
dissident intellectuals who had opposed Nicolae Ceausescu's regime. Notable figures included:
Doina Cornea (a writer and vocal dissident of the communist regime), Ana Blandiana (a writer
and critic voice of the former regime), Mircea Dinescu (a writer, placed under house arrest in
1989 for declaring support for the perestoika policy) Laszlo Tokés (a pastor, under house arrest,
and whose opposition to the regime sparked the revolution in Timisoara), Dumitru Mazilu (a
former Securitate officer, 1986 — 1989, Mazilu was placed under house arrest as a result of his
criticisms of Ceaugescu’s handling of human rights), Dan Desliu (an actor and poet, supporter of
protochronism in the 70s; since 1980 he renounced his party membership and became a critical
voice against N. Ceausescu), Corneliu Manescu (former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Romania)
between 1961-1972; in March 1989 he signed an open letter, together with 5 other high-level
nomeclatura, in which he criticized the radicalization of Ceausescu's power), Alexandru Barladeanu
(former member of the Executive Political Committee, one of the signatories of the “Letters of the
67, Ion Caramitru (actor), Sergiu Nicolaescu (actor), etc.

By December 27, 1989, the Council expanded to 145 members, necessitating the creation of an
Executive Bureau chaired by Ion Iliescu. While the NSF garnered substantial public support and
moral authority due to its role in the immediate transition, it remained a provisional entity, unable
to fully legitimize the nascent democratic regime. The establishment of democratic legitimacy
required free and fair elections. Therefore, the electoral struggle around the first presidential
elections in May 1990 was chaotic, radical in attitudes and manifestations, which still resided on
the mental structures of the old regime.

On February 9, 1990, the Provisional Council of National Unity (CPUN) was established under
the leadership of Ion Iliescu as a temporary governing body until the general elections. This
council was composed equally of former members of the National Salvation Front (NSF) and
representatives of newly founded political parties, symbolizing an attempt to balance continuity and
reform. However, when the NSF transitioned into a political party and announced its intention to

participate in the elections, it sparked the first significant post-revolutionary political crisis.
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What was the situation of the other parties? Sothere, on 8 January 1989, Corneliu Coposu, loan
Alexandru and Ion Ratiu were re-founded The Christian Democratic National Peasants' Party
(CDNPP), being thus the first officially registered political party after the fall of communism.
Beyond the legitimization from the former National Peasant Party (ro. PNT), the addition of
Christian Democrat was made to show the connection with the European Christian Democratic
International.

Corneliu Coposu, was a Romanian politician, Greek Catholic, former member of the National
Peasant Party until its ban in 1947. Having endured 17 years of political imprisonment, Coposu
emerged as a key figure in the democratic opposition. Since 1987, Corneliu Coposu managed to
inform Western political leaders, from the branch of European Christian Democratic and
conservative parties, about the illegal existence in communist Romania of a nucleus that assumed
the mission of continuity with the National Peasant Party, abolished by the communists. Moreover,
to mark the affiliation to the group of Christian Democratic and Conservative Parties, to the
Christian Democratic International, the NPP completed its name, and became the National Peasant
Christian Democratic Party (NPCDP). Following the party’s official re-registration in 1990, Coposu
served as its president until his death in 19952).

Ion Ratiu, another important leader of NPCDP, was a lawyer, diplomat, journalist, businessman,
writer and politician. He had a different path than Coposu. Ion Ratiu remained in exile in London
after the Communist Party (RCP) came to power in Romania in 1947 and in exile, he became a
prominent anti-totalitarian activist, contributing to organizations such as the Central European
Student and Youth Society and collaborating with Radio Free Europe, the BBC Romanian Service,
and Voice of America. As founder and president of the World Union of Free Romanians, he
worked tirelessly to promote Romanian democracy. Ratiu returned to Romania in January 1990 to
assist in the revival of the National Peasant Party3).

On the other hand, the National Liberal Party (NLP) was another key political entity revived
during this period. Officially re-established on January 15, 1990, it positioned itself as a historical
party with a commitment to democratic principles. Under the leadership of Radu Campeanu, the
PNL achieved modest success in the first elections on May 20, 1990, securing 39 parliamentary
seats. Shortly thereafter, on July 23, 1990, a splinter group within the party founded the National
Liberal Party—-Young Wing (PNL-AT). Prominent members of its initiative committee included
Horia Rusu, Cilin Popescu-Tariceanu, Andrei Chiliman, Radu Boroianu, and Dinu Patriciu,
signaling a generational shift and diversification within the liberal movement4.

A critical observation can be made regarding the strategies of legitimacy and image-building

2) See Tom Gallagher, Democratie si nationalism in Romdnia 1989-1998, Editura All, 1999.
3) lon Ratiu, Sansa pe care am ratat-o (www.laivindur.com)
4) Documentar: Partidul National Liberal — 140 de ani de la infiinfare, pe www.rador.ro
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adopted by the newly re-established political parties after 1989. The historical context of the
political struggle between the interwar parties and the Romanian Communist Party (1944-1947),
coupled with the repression and censorship suffered by members of these parties, motivated the
survivors of these events to re-enter political life post-revolution. However, these parties—such as
the NPCDP and the NLP—did not simply revive their interwar doctrines. Instead, they legitimized
themselves by adopting a staunch anti-communist stance, positioning themselves as adversaries of
the system that had dominated Romania for decades.

The legacy of interwar political life influenced the composition and ethos of these parties.
Members of the interwar parties had been drawn largely from Romania's intellectual and technical
elite, shaped by the educational reforms and social structures of that era. This legacy shaped the
perception of the PNTCD upon its reorganization, instilling—almost unconsciously—the belief that
the party should once again be a bastion of the nation’s elite. Its members were expected to
spearhead the fight against the remnants of the communist party or its successors, which had
historically been rooted in the working class during the 1940s and 1950s.

This implicit elitism and anti-system positioning became defining features of the NPCDP's early
dynamics, reflecting the tension between its historical legacy and the need to adapt to the new
democratic landscape. These dynamics played a significant role in shaping the party's trajectory in

the months following its re-establishment.

Creating political opposition

In January 1990, the announcement by the National Salvation Front (FSN) of its decision to
participate in the elections—initially scheduled for April 1990—triggered Romania's first
post-revolutionary political crisis. Many members of newly formed political parties expressed
concerns that they were unprepared for such elections. They lacked the organizational structure and
public visibility needed to effectively communicate their governing plans. This situation was
exacerbated by the FSN’s dominance of the political landscape, which left little room for the
emerging parties to establish themselves.

The general population, still grappling with fear and confusion after the upheaval of the
revolution, retained a strong attachment to the group led by Ion Iliescu, which had taken power
immediately after Nicolae Ceausescu's removal. Many leaders of the new parties were unfamiliar to
the public, further complicating their efforts to gain legitimacy. The proliferation of numerous new

parties added to the sense of disarray, creating more confusion than confidence among citizens. At
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that moment, the Romanian people prioritized stability and social security over political plurality.

According to a SOFRES survey conducted in March 1990, it seems that the significants fears of
Romanians at that time were related to ethnic conflicts (76%), unemployment (58%), and war
(55%). Respondents to this survey considered that Romania's priorities at that time were: improving
living conditions (78%), free election of political leaders (77%), consolidating peace in Europe
(58%), abolishing communism in Romania (54%), freedom of the press (53%), rapprochement with
East and West (48%), development of private property (44%), and freedom of trade unions (38%).
Despite these uncertainties, some of the FSN's early measures were appreciated by the population.
Notable policies included prioritizing the supply of basic goods (70.81%), ensuring religious
freedom (54.02%), granting freedom to travel abroad (51.55%), allowing the establishment of
political parties and unions (34.99%), protecting minority rights (22.26%), and recognizing the right
to strike (19.77%)53).

A third, more unpredictable element in the post-revolutionary political landscape was the spirit of
rebellion exhibited by certain groups. Such attitudes and manifestations are a common byproduct of
revolutionary contexts, often fueled by uncertainty and societal unrest. These dynamics were
particularly evident in episodes like the miners’ revolts, which became emblematic of the tension
between supporters of the NSF and those aligned with the emerging opposition parties.

The NSF’s decision to transform into a political party and participate in elections marked a
turning point in Romania’s transition to democracy. This decision catalyzed the creation of a
political opposition, further emphasizing societal divisions along social and professional lines.
Notably, many members of the NSF defected to the ranks of the newly established NPCDP or the
NLP. Among these were prominent figures from the intellectual and humanist elite, such as Doina
Cornea, Ana Blandiana, and Dumitru Mazilu, whose prior dissidence against the communist regime
imbued their political affiliations with significant moral authority.

These developments highlight the fragmented and dynamic nature of Romania's early
post-communist political scene, where ideological, professional, and social identities intersected to
shape the trajectory of the nation's nascent democracy.

A noteworthy example of intellectual dissidence in Romania’s post-revolutionary period is the

case of Doina Cornea%), a writer, one of the most recognized voices of intellectual dissidence in

5) Ibidem, p. 83.
6) Doina Cornea, was French literature professor at the Cluj-Napoca Babes Bolyai University. She became known

in the 1980s for her public stances against the communist government and Nicolae Ceausescu — highly unusual
in a country where few dared express oppositions to the highly repressive government. She circulated
translations of banned books and also authored no less than 31 letters broadcast on Radio Free Europe between
1981 and 1989.

She was fired from the university in 1982, arrested and interrogated by the Securitate on several occasions,
including in 1987, when she supported a revolt of workers in her native town of Brasov. On November 18,
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Romania. Her opposition began long before the revolution, as she transmitted anti-communist
messages abroad through Radio Free Europe. This activism led to her being placed under house
arrest in 1988. On December 21, 1989, just before the fall of Nicolae Ceausescu, Cornea was
released from detention.She immediately joined the demonstrations in Cluj, and on December 22,
1989 Cornea was asked to become a member of the first post-communist government organization,
the National Council of the National Salvation Front. She quit this body on January 23, 1990.
Later, Cornea aligned herself with the center-right Democratic Convention, reinforcing her
opposition to the NSF and its political trajectory.

This case illustrates a broader dynamic in post-revolutionary Romania: while the NSF initially
consolidated power, opposition parties—particularly the NPCDP and NLP sought to rally the
intellectual elite to their cause. These parties positioned themselves as ideological counterweights to
the NSF, drawing legitimacy from the contributions of prominent dissidents like Cornea, whose
moral authority and intellectual influence resonated deeply in the nascent democratic landscape.

The events of February 1990, particularly the first miners’ riot, significantly amplified the
tendency toward mental segregation within Romanian society. On February 18, a pre-announced
protest took place in Victoriei Square. Initially directed against the remnants of the former
Securitate and the legacy of communism, the protest quickly shifted its focus to target those who
had assumed power following the fall of Nicolae Ceausescu. Tensions escalated when a group of
protesters stormed the government building, causing substantial damage.

The following day, miners from the Jiu Valley arrived in Bucharest, their presence visibly
altering the dynamics of the situation. The miners aligned themselves with maintaining "order" and
were seen as defenders of the newly established regime. NSF representatives appeared to welcome
the miners' intervention, as their actions contributed to quelling the unrest and restoring stability.

However, the origins of these events remain contentious. It is unclear whether the rioting group
of protesters had direct ties to members of the newly formed political opposition or if the miners’
involvement was orchestrated by the political power of the time. This uncertainty invites further
investigation and represents an episode worthy of separate analysis.

What is undeniable, however, is the psychological impact of these events on the public

1987, together with her son, Leontin Iuhas, in Cluj-Napoca they spread 160 manifestos of solidarity with the
workers who rebelled against the Ceausescu regime. They were both arrested the following day and kept in
prison for five weeks. After 1989, Cornea became a vocal human rights activist. She also advocated the
restoration of the monarchy in Romania and for the rights of the Greek Catholic Church whose properties were
confiscated by the communist state. Cornea was born into a Greek-Catholic family that vocally opposed the
communist ban on the Greek Catholic Church in 1948. For her advocacy work she received several distinctions,
including from Pope John Paul II and the French president as well as from Romania’s former King Michael [
(Ana Maria Luca, Famous Romanian Dissident Doina Cornea Dies, published on 4 May 2018, on
BalcanInsight.com).
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consciousness. A distinctly bipolar perception began to take root. On one side were the
intellectuals and other vocal critics of the new regime, representing a broad and diverse opposition.
On the other side were the miners, emblematic of the working class under socialist criteria, who
positioned themselves as defenders of the NSF and the status quo.

This polarization reflected deeper social and ideological divides, further complicating Romania's
fragile transition to democracy. The miners' riot and its aftermath thus became a turning point, not
only in the political struggle of the time but also in shaping the mental frameworks and

allegiances of Romanian society during this tumultuous period.

The Electoral Race and the Emergence of University Square Protest

In April 1990, the political landscape was further defined by the announcement of presidential
candidates. Ion Iliescu emerged as the candidate from the NSF, while Ion Ratiu represented the
NPCDP. The race for the presidency officially began, intensifying political tensions across the
country.

On April 22, 1990, NPCDP organized an electoral rally in which demonstrators chanted slogans
that served both as political declarations and critiques of the provisional government. Notable
chants included: “Iliescu — don't divide the country,” “16-22, who shot at us,” “Iliescu, don’t
forget that the youth doesn’t want you,” “Wake up Romanians, you have masters again,” and
“on’t be afraid, communism is falling.”?). These slogans reflected widespread discontent with the
new political order, as the protesters feared a return to one-party rule.

Following the rally, some of the demonstrators proceeded to University Square, where they
would remain for several weeks, attracting a growing number of supporters. The chants there
shifted to more impassioned calls for political change, such as “Yesterday we were hooligans,
today we are bullies,” “The sleep of reason gives birth to monsters,” “Today in the capital,
tomorrow in the whole country,” “Freedom, we love you, we either win or die,” “We are not
going home, the dead will not leave us,” and “We will die and we will be free.”®.

The protesters in University Square were primarily students and intellectuals who aimed to draw
attention to the dangers of allowing the political scene to be dominated once again by a single
party. This movement, which gradually gained momentum, became a symbol of resistance to what

was perceived as a potential reassertion of communist-era politics under the guise of the new

7) Ruxandra Cesereanu, Fenomenul Piata Universitatii 1990, senspolitic.ro (publicat pe 10 iunie 2022).
8) Ibidem.
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government.

In this context, intellectuals, including poets, actors, writers, and professors, took center stage,
publicly expressing their views on what Romania’s new democratic future should look like. They
debated the restructuring of political power, the essential role of democracy, and the nature of the
relationship between politics and society. This public intellectual engagement became a crucial
aspect of Romania’s post-revolutionary political discourse, symbolizing the intellectual opposition to
the new political establishment and advocating for a more pluralistic, democratic society.

In the wake of the public demonstration in University Square, lon Iliescu’s initial reaction was
to label the protesters as a group of “hooligans” who were causing disorder in the city. Since
many of the meetings he led as a representative of the Provisional Council were broadcast on
Romanian Television, this characterization quickly reached the protesters’ ears. During this brief
period, the NSF developed an anti-elitist discourse, which, rather than diffusing tensions,
exacerbated the situation and contributed to its further radicalization®).

The response from the demonstrators in University Square was swift and resolute. They began to
alter their slogans in defiance of Iliescu’s accusation: “We are hooligans! For 45 years!”, “Iliescu,
don’t forget, the country is not your estate.” Large banners were displayed on the Faculty of
Architecture building, reading “Faculty of Rascals,” and a song emerged, becoming a sort of
anthem for the protest. The chorus, which echoed in the streets, captured the anger and defiance
of the protesters: “Better a hooligan than a traitor, / Better a rascal than a dictator, / Better a
hooligan than an activist, / Better dead than a communist!” These slogans aimed to establish a
spiritual and moral continuity between the protesters of April 1990 and those who had risen up in
December 1989. Some of the chants used in University Square had, in fact, been voiced during
the revolution as well, strengthening the connection between the two movements!0),

The protesters in University Square were predominantly students, professors, and intellectuals,
with artists also joining the movement. This configuration of the opposition framed the protest as
a rallying point for young people and humanist intellectuals, closely associated with the dissident
elite from the former regime and those who had suffered under the early years of communist
repression. As such, the protest highlighted a growing division between the NSF, seen as a
political structure still in power, and the opposition, represented by parties like the PNTCD and
the NLP.

The image of the NSF as a revolutionary force that had brought down communism began to
lose credibility. Increasingly, the NSF was viewed as the heir to the communist regime rather than

its destroyer. This shift in perception further fueled the protesters' demands, culminating in the

9) Silviu B. Moldovan, Noul guvern si reconcilierea cu elitele, in ,,Xenopoliana”, anul 4, 1996, nr. 1-4, p. 36.
10) Ruxandra Cesereanu, Fenomenul Piata Universitdatii 1990, senspolitic.ro (publicat pe 10 iunie 2022).
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chant heard once again in the spring of 1990: “Down with communism!”.

In the initial weeks of the protest, there was a noticeable attempt among the demonstrators to
recreate the solidarity between intellectuals and workers. Speeches were delivered emphasizing this
unity, and prominent intellectuals such as Lucian Pintilie, Stelian Tanase, Radu Filipescu, Octavian
Paler, Ana Blandiana, Gabriel Liiceanu, and Ovidiu Iuliu Moldovan, among others, spoke on behalf
of the crowd. The atmosphere in University Square, although charged with political tension, was
relatively peaceful, marked by a creative emulation. A religious dimension was also present, as
priests and nuns joined the protest, and an icon was displayed on the University Balcony. The
protesters began referring to University Square as the ‘“Neocommunism-Free Zone.”!l).

Despite these efforts to foster solidarity and bridge the divide between intellectuals and workers,
the sense of social and political segregation persisted. Some of the protesters in the Square tried
to diminish the rift between young people, intellectuals, and the broader population by advocating
messages that emphasized social unity and framed the protest as a civic stance against a power
structure with radical and abusive tendencies. However, this perception of division remained evident
throughout the protest. This situation is somewhat paradoxical in the context of post-communist
Romania, as, under the previous regime, intellectuals were largely seen as being in opposition to
political power, with humanists often perceived as perpetual dissenters—critical thinkers but not
necessarily pragmatic. However, after 1989, the first group to engage with political power came
from the intellectual elite of the cultural and artistic world!2).

The researcher Ovidiu Ivancu observes that there was a natural overlap in the collective
mentality of the transition between the humanists who covered, at least vocally, the post-Revolution
landscape and the concrete situation of Romania. Furthermore, historian Silviu Moldovan argues
that the schism between the humanist and technical intelligentsia, which resurfaced in the early
1990s, was largely the result of the significant number of writers and journalists who took critical
positions against the NSF government!3).

We can extend this idea further by asserting that the perception of authority and the way
society was divided from the perspective of politicians was a legacy of the socialist mindset—one
that had been radicalized, paradoxically, in comparison to the actual social realities in Romania
before 1989. Beyond the material difficulties endured by much of the population in the second
half of the 1980s, intellectuals had, in fact, a relatively amicable relationship with the political
power starting in the 1960s. The cultural and artistic environment, if we set aside the broader

context of the socialist regime, experienced a period of upward development, largely due to several

11) Ruxandra Cesereanu, Fenomenul Piata Universitatii 1990, senspolitic.ro (publicat pe 10 iunie 2022).
12) Ovidiu Ivancu, Intelectualul roman in tranzitie. Pozitionari dupa 1989, in Studia Romanica Posnaniensia, vol.

41/2, Poznan, 2014, pp. 3-4.
13) Silviu B. Moldovan, Noul guvern si reconcilierea cu elitele, in ,,Xenopoliana”, anul 4, 1996, nr. 1-4, p. 36.
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key factors: the expansion of television, cultural exchanges with the Western world in the 1960s
and 1970s, and the regime’s nationalist course, which promoted art inspired by historical and
national themes. This allowed intellectuals to reconnect with Romanian national values, which had
been overshadowed in the 1950s.

Nevertheless, the worker and the technical intellectual remained the regime’s preferred social
categories. Even social uprisings were framed within the same socialist rhetoric—workers
demanding better wages and improved working conditions. This ideological framework, which was
rooted in the worker-centered rhetoric of the socialist regime, continued to influence the political
discourse of the post-revolutionary period, despite the changes brought by the 1989 Revolution!4.

Returning to the events of April 1990, the representatives of the protesters in University Square
requested a meeting with President lon Iliescu to address several key issues: ensuring the free
circulation of information in the media; authorizing independent radio and TV stations; ending
pressures on the media; dismissing the generals responsible for the repression of April 24 in
University Square; appointing a civilian Minister of the Interior; bringing to justice the military
personnel from the Ministry of the Interior and the Ministry of National Defense involved in the
December 1989 repression; completing statements regarding membership in the Communist Party
(PCR), the Union of Communist Youth (UTC), Ministry of the Interior (M.L.), and the Ministry of
National Defense (M.Ap.N.); and adopting Point 8 of the Timisoara Proclamation!s). Several
intellectuals, including Ion Caramitru, Mircea Dinescu, Andrei Plesu, and Dan Haulica, approached
Ion Iliescu for dialogue. However, despite discussions, no concrete or satisfactory solutions were
reached.

It is important to note that the demonstrations continued during the elections and even after the
May 1990 elections, though their nature evolved. After the elections, the situation changed, and the
context in which the protesters continued their presence in University Square required a new
analysis. While the protests in April were framed as a reaction to the actions of the NSF,
post-election protests increasingly questioned the legitimacy of the free vote. The composition of

the protesters had also changed compared to April, and the range of issues they addressed

14) For example, the miners' strike in the Jiu Valley in 1977, which was one of the regime's largest uprisings,
apart from the one in Brasov in 1987, and was triggered by the adoption of a recent law that abolished

disability pensions for miners and raised the retirement age from 50 to 55 years.
15) Timisoara Proclamation adopted on March 11, 1990, was a programmatic document that accuse that the ideals

of the December 1989 Revolution had been betrayed, but the revolutionary changes had to continue peacefully.
Point 8 of the proclamation stated that the right to run for state office should be prohibited, by electoral law,
for three legislative terms to all former activists and Securitate officers. It specifically targeted the position of
President of Romania. But the Proclamation also specified that the mere quality of party membership was in
no way considered a fault. Immediately after the drafting of the Proclamation, manifestations of adhesion
appeared from the population and various organizations. Signatures of adhesion were collected and
demonstrations of support and adhesion were held in numerous cities of the country.
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diversified. Thus, the dynamics of the protests and the subsequent miners’ riots after May 1990
warrant a separate, detailed analysis.

Although the May 1990 elections were labeled in the press as the "Sunday of the Blind," I
believe they marked several important and even spectacular moments for the legitimization of
democracy in Romania. First and foremost, these elections were a clear manifestation of the basic
principle of democracy: free elections, where individuals could express their will as they saw fit.
Secondly, voter turnout was impressive, with 86.19% of the population participating, and more than
70 political parties and groups contesting the parliamentary elections, alongside independent
candidates.

While the political landscape in 1990 was dominated by a bipolar system, with a stark
asymmetry between the FSNI16) and the historical parties such as NPCDP!7), NLPI®), Romanian
Social Democrat Pary (RSDP)!9), the sheer number of new political parties emerging in the months
following the collapse of the old regime, along with the eagerness of individuals to engage in
political life, signaled a clear commitment to a democratic future.

Additionally, although the new party system was initially characterized by the FSN’s dominant
control over both the legislative and executive powers, this was not accompanied by a
corresponding institutional balance2%). Over time, however, the tendency of the party system began
to shift toward moderating this systemic imbalance, signaling a move towards a more democratic
and pluralistic structure2!).

I would like to highlight a few more aspects regarding the definition and formation of the
political opposition after the May 1990 elections. On December 15, 1990, the leaders of the NLP,
NPCDP, PSDRRSDP, PER, and UDMR signed the founding document of the “National Convention
for the Establishment of Democracy” (NCED), which became the Romanian Democratic Convention
(RDC) on November 26, 1991. Later, the Civic Alliance Party also joined the alliance, with the
leadership of NCED being provided by Corneliu Coposu, the president of NPCDP. The declared
objectives in the founding protocol of the Convention were “the establishment of a deeply
democratic society, the establishment of truth in all areas of public life, a climate of
understanding, tolerance, social harmony, and authentic patriotism.” Additionally, the signatory

parties of the alliance maintained their individual identity, Statutes, and their own political

16) NSF won 67,02% from Parlament votes and 1 place on President.

17) Christian Democratic National Peasants' Party, won 2,45% from Parlament and 3 place on Presidential with Ion
Ratiu.

18)NLP gain 7,06% in Parlament and 2 place on President election, with Radu Campeanu.

19) Romanian Social Democratic Party won 1,1 on Parlament.

20) Radu Alexandru, Daniel Buti, Trei decenii de alegeri. Dinamica sistemul de partide in Romdnia postcomunistd
(1990-2020), in ,Sfera Politicii”, nr. 205-206/2020.

21) Ibidem.
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programs. One year later, on November 21, 1991, the parties from the National Convention for the
Establishment of Democracy and other political formations from the Romanian Anti-Totalitarian
Democratic Forum decided to form the electoral coalition, the Romanian Democratic Convention
(RDC)?22).

Only in the 1992 elections did the political force of the opposition become more evident,
marking a shift away from the bipolar thinking paradigm that had influenced the electorate up
until that point. Although the elections were still won by Ion Iliescu, American observers noted in
their reports that the political landscape had changed dramatically on the local elections from
February 1992. ,, The Democratic Convention of Romania (CDR) had established itself as a strong
and viable opposition coalition of fifteen parties and civic organizations, providing a clear
alternative to the policies of the incumbent government. The CDR's electoral victories in February
and again in September 1992 gave reason to hope that multi-party competition could become a

durable fixture of Romania's political process”23).

Conclusion

As paradoxical as it may seem, right after the revolution, the process of regrouping and the
creation of new political parties led to a trend of radicalization, a sort of “class struggle™:
humanist intellectuals, who became the critical voice against the provisional government represented
by the FSN, and the FSN, mainly supported by workers who came to Bucharest specifically to
help restore political order.

Although the demonstrations of the population and the involvement of intellectuals in these
protests as opinion leaders did not have an immediate influence on the political factors —
meaning there were no resignations or restrictions on candidacies — it certainly raised alarms and
drew the political power's attention to the need for more transparent and honest communication
with society and the creation of policies that would address society's needs.

On the other hand, this process, marked by violence and discontent, also shaped the formation
of the opposition, which, at least in the early stages, embraced this anti-communist or

anti-totalitarian discourse out of fear of regressing in the process of implementing liberal

22) The Romanian Democratic Convention (RDC) was later joined by the National Liberal Party - Democratic
Convention (April 1992), the National Liberal Party - Youth Wing (June 1992), and the Romanian Ecologist

Federation (August 1992) (Agerpres, published on December 15, 2020, agrepres.ro).
23) Report on Romania's Democratic Transition, made by The International Republican Institute (IRI) and the

National Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI), page 4. (www.aceproject.org).
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democracy.

Lastly, a much clearer image of an active civil society emerged, one that sought real political
and economic change, which remained skeptical about the authenticity or goodwill of political

structures, and this would make it always vigilant, ready to critique and amend the implemented

policies.
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Table 2. The projected positions of Croatia, Slovenia and Serbia on four dimensions based on original
results for ex Yugoslavia, calculation done in by G. Hofstede, 1991.

PDI UAI DV MAS
(power distance (uncertainty (individualism (masculinity
index) avoidance index) index) index)

CROATIA 71 80 33 40

SILOVENIA i 88 19

SERBIA > 92 3 43

EX YUGOSLAVIA 76 88 27 21
Source: Hofstede, G. (2001), ,.Culturc's Conscquences: Comparing Valucs, Bchaviours, Institutions and
Organizations Across Nations®, Sccond Edition, Sage Publications, Thousand Oaks, CA, pp. 45-46, 501.
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